
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Voluntary Report - public distribution 

Date: 2006/11/24 

GAIN Report Number: TW6047 

TW6047 

Taiwan 

Grain and Feed 

Taiwan Temporarily Allows PRC Corn Imports 

2006 
 
 
Approved by: 
Alan Hallman 
American Institute in Taiwan 

Prepared by: 
Chiou Mey Perng 
 
 
Report Highlights: 
Taiwan has temporarily allowed import of corn from the Peoples Republic of China until 
February 28, 2007 to alleviate high prices and ensure corn supply during the Chinese New 
Year Holidays.   The first PRC corn shipment is anticipated late December and estimates of 
corn imports from the PRC range form two to ten thousand metric tons.  Although the 
anticipated import volume is small, it might interrupt regular corn imports from the U.S. to 
Taiwan.   
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Taiwan allows PRC corn Imports from Nov. 20 to Feb. 28, 2007. 
 
On November 20, Taiwan announced it would temporarily allow the entry of PRC corn until 
February 28, 2007.  Due to limited availability of PRC corn for export, the actual amount of 
imports is expected to be relatively small, but it may temporarily interrupt U.S. corn exports 
to Taiwan.  Industry sources are reporting that tenders for U.S. corn for March 2007 delivery are pending 
due to the opening to PRC corn imports. 
 
In mid October, Taiwan swine producers urged Taiwan authorities open the import market for 
PRC corn due to high prices of domestic corn.  Domestic corn prices were around NT$5/kg in 
the first eight months of 2006, increased to NT$6/kg in September, NT$7/kg in October, and 
the current price level is NT$7.7/kg, quoted November 21.  In the opinion of Taiwan swine 
producers, the high domestic corn prices are mainly due to logistical problems with 
containerized corn shipments (Increasing containerized grains shipments is reported in 
TW6037).   
 
According to trade sources, the first PRC corn shipment is anticipated late December.  
Estimates of total PRC corn import tonnages vary from two to ten thousand metric tons if the 
price is attractive - based on previous liftings of the import ban on PRC corn.  Importers are 
likely to require a price differential of at least US$10/mt less than U.S. origin due to quality 
concerns.    
 
PRC Corn Import Record 
 
In the past, PRC corn had been allowed entry during three periods: 
 

• October - December 2002, with imports of 71,000 tons 
• November 2003 - January 2004, with imports of 67,502 tons.   
• March - May 2004, with imports of 22,946 tons.   

 
Containerized Shipments 
 
According to trade sources there are still logistics problems with containerized shipments.  
These are primarily shipment and phyto-sanitary document delays.  However, vessel 
shipments are back on schedule and will help reduce the shortage of imported corn on the 
market.  The current high price of domestic feed corn seems to be more due to the high 
world price of corn.   


